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FROM THE PULPIT
Christmas - what's your picture of the perfect Christmas? Well,
whatever our dreams and fantasies, we’re human and the
perfect picture doesn’t quite happen in real life! Let's start with
the rather dated and traditional picture of a mother, father, 2.4
children and a dog. Well, I’ve yet to find that family – thankfully,
for the sake of the 0.4 child! The perfect family has never
existed, and on this earth, it never will. In real life, none of us fit the perfect
picture, and we all try to patch up the gaps as best we can.
But, there is one perfect family which we all belong to. Whether we’re young or old,
in a relationship or not, whatever our background; with no questions asked, we all
belong to God’s family. The writer of a hymn describes this family as ‘one great
fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth’. Jesus welcomed children to
him, and God welcomes us, his children, to be in his big worldwide family. And
that’s not just for Christmas Day, it's for every day.
God wants us to be with him every day. It's not just an invitation for Christmas
dinner, or even Sunday lunch. God wants us to live with him 24/7, simply because
he loves us. While we may have our ups and downs in our own relationships, God is
constant and his love for us doesn’t come and go. Yes, he is sad when we get things
wrong, but he loves us and offers us forgiveness whenever we ask. He doesn’t get
cross, he doesn’t ignore us, he doesn’t punish us. He loves, and loves, and goes on
loving us! As another hymn says: ‘For the love of God is broader than the measure
of our mind.’
Have you ever had the perfect Christmas present? It's great to give presents to bring
happiness to our family and friends, but how long does the pleasure last? The
perfect present is the gift God gave to us in Jesus, the gift of perfect love. Jesus
brought God’s love into our world, he shared that love with everyone he met, and
people flocked to see him. Perfect love is the present which God gave us, and we can
share that love with everyone we meet this Christmas. We may not be perfect
ourselves, but in giving to others, of our time, of our care, of our love, and even
through gifts, we can share God’s love. It is a love which is unconditional and doesn’t
expect us to be perfect, doesn’t expect us to ‘tick the boxes’. God loves us for who
we are, today, and he welcomes us as part of his family which includes us all. We
can come as we are, and enjoy God’s gift of love, today, on Christmas Day, and every
day.
May God bless you this Christmas, and always.
Anne
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CALENDAR
Date

Time Details

Sunday 4th
Sunday 4th
Sunday 4th
Wednesday 7th
Wednesday 7th
Saturday 10th
Sunday 11th
Sunday 11th
Sunday 11th
Sunday 11th
Tuesday 13th
Wednesday 14th
Wednesday 14th
Wednesday 14th
Thursday 15th
Sunday 18th
Sunday 18th
Sunday 18th
Sunday 18th
Monday 19th
Tuesday 20th
Wednesday 21st
Wednesday 21st
Thursday 22nd
Saturday 24th
Saturday 24th
Sunday 25th
Wednesday 28th

08:00
08:45
09:30
10:15
11:30
10:00
08:00
08:45
09:30
19:00
13:30
10:15
11:30
15:30
15:00
08:00
08:45
09:30
18:00
15:45
18:00
10:15
11:30
13:30
17:00
23:30
09:30
11:30

Holy Communion (Said, BCP)
Refreshments served between morning services
Family Communion
Coffee Morning, Church Centre
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips
Christmas Fayre, Church Hall
Holy Communion (Said, BCP)
Refreshments served between morning services
Family Communion
Mistletoe and Wine: a carol concert with Sing Sway
Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre
Coffee Morning, Church Centre
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips
Messy Church
Lymington Hospital Carol Service
Holy Communion (Said, BCP)
Refreshments served between morning services
Family Communion
Nine Lessons and Carols
Meditation Group
Carol singing at Belmore Lodge
Coffee Morning, Church Centre
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips
Rest Home Communions
Crib Service
Midnight Mass
Family Communion
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips

NEW! – REFLECTIONS
Coffee and cake followed by 20 minutes of shared thoughts on the previous
Sunday's Gospel reading (found in your newsheet under 'Today's services').
Join us at 10.15am on the first Wednesday of each month (from January
onwards) for coffee, followed by 'Reflections' at 10.30am, at the Church
Centre. Cost is 50p each for coffee and cake. Please speak with Anne Elliott
for further details: do come along - everyone welcome!

3

READINGS FOR 9:30AM SERVICES
Second Sunday of Advent
4th December

Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel

Isaiah 11 : vv 1 – 10
Romans 15 : vv 4 – 13
Matthew 3 : vv 1 – 12

Third Sunday of Advent
11th December

Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel

Isaiah 35 : vv 1 – 10
James 5 : vv 7 – 10
Matthew 11 : vv 2 – 11

Fourth Sunday of Advent
18th December

Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel

Isaiah 7 : vv 10 – 16
Romans 1 : vv 1 – 7
Matthew 1 : vv 18 – end

Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel

Isaiah 9 : vv 2 – 7
Titus 2 : vv 11 – 14
Luke 2 : vv 1 – 14

Christmas Day
25th December

THE RESTORATION OF OUR WALL PAINTINGS
Work is well underway and having
taken a closer look at what needs to
be done, we're especially glad that
hopefully by Christmas we'll have a
beautifully restored east wall, with
work underway on the north and
south to come!
The second phase will start on 9th
January with work being done to the north and south walls. Whilst the work
is in progress the organ will be covered to avoid any damage due to the dust
and we will be using the piano during services. We would like to thank all
those people who have made donations to enable this work to commence
and apologise in advance for any inconvenience that may be caused whilst
the work is in progress. We thank you for your understanding.
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ST MARKS DRAW CLUB
The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows.
Congratulations to our winners!
First
Second
Third
October
630
545
642

OUR COMMUNITY
News and events from various groups in and around Pennington.

CHURCH CENTRE
Mon

Tue

Wed
Thu

09:00 – 10:30
13:45 – 14:45
15:30 – 20:15
09:30 – 10:30
13:30 – 16:00
13:30 – 16:00
18:15 – 19:15
10:15 – 11:30
15:30 – 17:15
18:15 – 20:15

Yoga
Pilates
Children’s Dancing
Zumba
NHS Retirement Fellowship (1st Tuesday only)
Strictly Come Crafting (2nd and 4th Tuesdays)
Pilates
Coffee Mornings
Messy Church (once a month, see calendar)
Pilates

CONTACT DETAILS FOR BOOKINGS
Church Centre Bookings
Pilates
Children's Dancing
Yoga
Zumba
Strictly Come Crafting
NHS Retirement Fellowship

Shirley Saunders
Lynda Hutchins
Kayleigh Sergeant
Anna Hasling
Lucy Thomas
Dorothy Davies
Jacqui Allan

01590 677628
01425 638464
01425 616750
01202 434789
01590 645919
01590 676163
02380 666603

Pennington Church Centre, the Square
is available for hire with on-site car
parking facilities and kitchen facilities.
Ideally situated for meetings, sales,
instruction classes, exhibitions and
much more. Please call Shirley
Saunders on 01590 677628 for
bookings.
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MUSICAL EVENTS
MISTLETOE AND WINE: A CAROL CONCERT WITH SING SWAY
We welcome you all to join in with a carol concert lead by Sing Sway.
Christmas carols and seasonal readings on Sunday 11th December from 7pm
in church. Entry £8 which includes mulled wine and mince pies - plus raffle.
Tickets available on the door or from church ahead of the event from our
churchwardens, Eve Jolly (01590 679310) or Ingrid Bolhoven (01590 677940).

PERFORMANCE OF ROSSINI’S PETITE MESSE SOLENNELLE
One of our choir sopranos, Sophie House, is also a member of the Winchester
City Festival Choir - and invites one and all to enjoy a performance of
Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle at their annual concert on Saturday 21st
January 2017 at Thornden Hall, Chandler’s Ford. More details of the
programme and performers can be found at www.wcfchoir.org. Tickets are
£15 (students £7) from www.thorndenhall.co.uk or 02380 246555.

CHURCHYARD NOTES
Ingrid Bolhoven
The end of the growing season approaches as
flowers fade or fall victim to the frost.
The grass slows its growth, and the leaves turn to
an array of autumn colours. There are still jobs to
be done, but how we wish the pine trees would
shed their needles all in one go. Borders are
being dug over, removing older plants and
introducing new.
I write this on Armistice Day. A day for reflection and reminiscences. Mine
are of my Mother who lived to one hundred years of age, and died very
peacefully on the 11th November a few years ago. The connection being
1914, when as a four-year-old, she accompanied my Grandmother to a big
house in Pembury near Tunbridge Wells, where my Grandmother, who was a
member of Queen Mary's Needlework Guild, met to sew for the soldiers and
would watch them marching to the railway station to go to the Front.
Mummy had to sit very quietly on a stool next to her Mother and make do
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with embroidering a hanky. She often told this story, and indeed there is a
QMNG badge in my sister's home. For many years, when visiting my
grandparents, I remember seeing a poorly unkempt lady who walked for
many years from Pembury to Tunbridge Wells hoping to meet her husband
off the train after the end of the First World War, but of course he never
came home. And she would have suffered great poverty as a result. So, it’s
nice to keep the Rosemary plant growing in the flower border and reflect on
the futility of war.
There are so many kind people who help in the churchyard, both the Team,
and all the volunteers, to whom we send our very best wishes for a happy
and peaceful Christmas and New Year.

PENNINGTON JUNIOR SCHOOL
Thank you very much to all the members of the PTA who
helped to make the 'Scary' disco such a roaring success last
week. The hall decorations were amazing; the creepy cakes
were delicious and the children had a wonderful time in
their scary costumes. The disco raised £515 which will go
towards equipment for the children. Well done to everyone for making it
such a great success.
The PTA has requested that Friday 2 December is a non-uniform day. In
order to generate raffle prizes, the PTA will be putting a box in each class for
children to fill with luxury items, these could include: boxed chocolates,
savoury/sweet biscuits, jams and chutneys, Christmas crackers, bottles of
wine, teas and coffees etc.
The PTA will be holding their Christmas Fair on Friday 9 December. If you are
able to help in any way with stalls (etc), please contact the school office.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 2nd December
Thursday 8th December
Friday 9th December
Tuesday 13th December
Friday 16th December

Non-School Uniform
Years 3 / 4 Nativity
Christmas Fair
Christmas Lunch
Break for Christmas
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STREET PASTORS
Ingrid Bolhoven

Back on November 5th on a clear, very cold night, four of our intrepid Street
pastors visited the Rotary fireworks display in Pennington Sports ground.
Rotary had advance notice of their visit and they were made very welcome
and had some interesting conversations with people. Paul just happened to
be there supporting Sam on the WI stall, when he leapt into photo mode, and
took a picture of the four pastors, now on our St Mark's Facebook. Thank
you, Rotary - and well done on a fantastic display and an enjoyable,
community event.
Now in December, the SP's are donating a tree for the Christmas tree festival.
On Saturday 12th November, we were invited to attend a ceremony in New
Milton to meet two of their Paralympians, and commemorating two benches
at the Recreation ground. Occasionally, a street pastor will be invited to
patrol with the Southampton team, which can go on until 4am. A great
opportunity to see life in the city.
We are looking for people to join our number. It would be so nice if St Marks
could be the first to take up this offer. You can go out early one evening as
an Observer with no obligation. I did, and it was a real eye opener, and
helped me enormously as a prayer pastor knowing the situation more fully.
Please pray about this. A very happy and peaceful Christmas.
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PARISH VISITORS
Christine Scott (01590 672335) and the Parish Visitors
There has been a lot of talk about Silverline in the media lately. It is a
telephone calling service, where people who are not that keen on people
visiting their home can have phone calls instead. As well as home visits, we
also offer telephone calls if requested too. If you – or anyone you know –
would like this, do please let me know. Don’t forget; we visit or call anyone –
young or old.
We wish you all a peaceful Christmas and would love to meet more of you in
the new year.

SAMARITANS PURSE SHOEBOXES
Shirley Saunders

Samaritans purse is an organisation who send Christmas presents in boxes to
children who are less fortunate than our own children, with a worldwide base
to cover. Imagine sharing your toothbrush with your three brothers, or your
shoes with your sister on a weekly basis?
St Marks decided to support this worthy cause. Thirty-eight boxes were filled
by individuals from our congregation, as well as members of their family and
friends. Pat Wright, Erika Rutter and myself filled ten further boxes from
goods and money donated in church and by our craft group members.
Our thanks to everyone for their help in making this a success!
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PENNINGTON WI
On a cold and drizzly Tuesday evening, the Pennington WI
ladies met for their November meeting. Di Clark went over
the matters arising which included reminders for the trip to
the Panto in January 2017, the Group Carol Service in
December and the Samaritan’s Purse. Di gave summaries on
the Group Skittles competition where Pennington came 2nd, the Group
meeting, the Autumn council meeting and the Edinburgh Woollen Mill
evening of ‘try and buy’.
Di reported on how well the stall did
at the Pennington Community
Fireworks, raising nearly £200. There
was a little drama just before the
event when the gazebo went airborne
and was rescued by the Rotary Club.
Secretary Carol Labram gave an update on the correspondence, highlighting
the interesting articles in the current edition of Hampshire News as well as
the recent mailings including Ros Cooper’s cycle ride for the Denman appeal,
the delegate request for the 2017 AGM and the notification about the events
and activities for the 2018 Hampshire WI centenary.
Di Clark covered the sign-up boards which included the next lunch club meet
up, the Pennington Christmas Fair, the Pennington WI Christmas Lunch, the
Spring Council meeting and the Hall Decoration and Hamper Making evening.
Treasurer Di Young gave a quick update the on the bank balances. Then, Di
Clark went over other items including an introduction for the next resolution
vote, a summary of next month’s meeting and a notice of the Remembrance
Service at St Marks Church.
Terry Heard was the speaker and gave a thoroughly interesting talk on
Coppicing, the work involved and how important it is to the forest. Terry then
gave a demonstration of making a Besom Broom.
The evening was closed with the usual refreshments and raffle.
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CHRISTMAS FAYRE 2016
On Saturday 10th December at 10am
come along to the Church Centre and
meet Father Christmas and enjoy a mince
pie and a drink, all for £1 (children free).
Browse around plant, book, bric-a-brac,
cake stalls, face painting, and lots more!

LYMINGTON BROWNIES
Tawny Owl (Erika)
For Remembrance Sunday 2016, we came
together and made poppies from household
items. To make one yourself, you will need to
take a large plastic drinks bottle: cut off the
bottom which come out the shape of a flower
with petals. Melt the rims to take the edge of
the cut plastic and then insert a wire through
the centre, to make your stem. Finally, paint in
red and glue a felt circle into the centre. Wonderful and easy to make: we
enjoyed making these!
We also made night lights from jars. With poppy shapes and petals cut out of
crepe paper, glued to the sides of the jar and a tea light candle inside shines
brightly out.
Nearly all of our
girls were able to
take part in the
Remembrance
Sunday service at St
Thomas: we were
very proud of their
respect for the day
and how well they
performed in the
procession
afterwards.
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PENNINGTON RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
Friday 2nd December 2016 - Christmas in Pennington - 6:00pm-9:00pm

For the third year running Pennington Residents’ Association events
committee, in conjunction with L&PTC, is proud to support the third
Pennington Christmas Fair. The not to be missed, community inspired event,
starts at 6pm with the switch on of the Christmas lights transforming the
village into a winter wonderland. Father Christmas will be waiting in his
grotto to welcome the children, his reindeers taking centre stage.
As well as festive street entertainment, there will be a selection of reasonably
priced fairground rides. To add to the atmosphere of the evening Lymington
town band will be playing Christmas music in the St Marks church centre,
with the local Catholic school singing from 6:15 to 6:45 at Pennington Junior
School – with the PJS students taking over afterwards. Lose yourself in
Christmas cheer whilst finding gifts for your friends and family from our
community stalls. Feeling hungry? Why not visit the hog and lamb roast,
treat yourself to fish and chips, or buy a bag of hot chestnuts or a hot-dog?
Stop off to say hello to the Girl Guides who will be running the BBQ. The
ladies of the WI will be offering a selection of delicious home baked goods, as
well as their hand-made Christmas crafts. For those with a sweet tooth there
will be freshly made doughnuts and hot chocolate, as well stalls offering
coffee and mulled wine the “Hop Inn” double decker bus will be serving
drinks.
There will be a road closure from The Square to the top of Priestlands Road
from 4pm to allow for set up. This will not affect vehicular access to any
properties and the roads will re-open at 10pm. For more information on what
we do, and how to get involved, visit our website www.penningtonra.co.uk
or our Facebook pages: Pennington RA Village Events or Pennington
Residents’ Association.
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ARMISTICE DAY
Thank you to all
who joined us on
the morning of the
11th November - as
we remembered
those who have
sacrificed their lives
for the freedoms we
enjoy today.
May God keep them
with loving grace in
paradise.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
On the 13th November, under clear blue skies, the residents of Pennington
and Lymington came together at St Thomas Church for a service of
remembrance. Lead by the Reverend Peter Salisbury, a very moving service
came to a close by the war memorial. As many looked on, wreaths were laid
to the memory of our honoured dead: those who dedicated their lives to the
freedoms we enjoy today, through the many conflicts our nation has sadly
been part of since the start of the twentieth century.
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WRITING THE SUPERHERO STORY?
Paul Young
Apparently, there’s a novel in each and every one of
us: an idea that’s unique to us and could be fleshed
out into the next prize winning book. I’d love to
write a novel which captures the mind of my reader,
taking them on a whirlwind adventure that follows
my protagonist.
But what to write? Marvel superhero films and
television series seem to be all the rage right now so
perhaps I’ll start there. My lead character will be
from an alien planet and needs a sufficiently cool
but ‘alien’ name: perhaps Freil Crask? He comes from a planet in the heart of
the galactic empire, destroyed by an evil organisation known as …’the
Overlords’ – and finds himself fleeing to earth for refuge.
So, he’s now on earth – what next? Well, where on earth: he has to be
somewhere important – perhaps New York will work? Oh, and he has to have
superpowers too: you know, x-ray vision, super strength, can fire lightning
bolts from his fingertips – that sort of thing.
Perhaps the Overlords followed him to earth: we humans now in the middle
of a war between Freil and them? Ah but then that’s alright – as Freil
becomes our protector, known to us by his alter ego. Freil the mighty will do
no harm.
There, my novel is going to write itself: “Captain Splendiferousness vs the
Overlords” – it’ll be on the shelves in time for you to purchase for your
friends and family as gifts this Christmas.
A lot of people view the Bible as literal and gospel fact: others nothing more
than a jumble of stories, written by man. I stand somewhat in the middle of
those extremes: I think there is a lot of history recounted through the Bible,
but some of it is teaching a lesson through a story – rather than a literal
account – which the reader can relate to.
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I do see a lot of the gospel accounts of Jesus and the story of his birth as truer
events rather than simple stories however. I think there is a telling difference
in Jesus story to my novel about Captain Splendiferousness which sets it
apart as a true account rather than a compelling fiction.
If I want to write a book about a hero, he’s going to come from heroic origins.
If he’s going to be a king, he needs to come from kingly stock and live in a
palace, mansion or castle. If he is going to be mighty to save, he’s going to
need super strength to do it.
Jesus however wasn’t presented this way in the Bible. Rather, we have a child
born unnoticed in a cattle shed, of poor and lowly parents. The place of birth
was a small town: Bethlehem – that’s akin to setting my superhero novel in
Pennington. There is a question mark over his legitimacy too, as the father
isn’t Joseph, Mary’s husband. His early life likely saw him helping his father in
the family trade as a carpenter – but the key years of his life see him as a
wanderer, socialising with tax collectors, the down and outs, the dregs of
society. He even likens himself to a shepherd – an important job to be sure,
but in that time a smelly, dangerous and lonely profession. His end – the end
seen by many at the time at any rate – was one reserved for the lowest of the
low: public execution in a torturous way.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Isaiah 9:6-7 ESV
Through the prophets, the Jewish nation was promised a mighty king, a ruler
to succeed the golden rule of David. Some one thousand years after David,
Jesus comes to fulfil this prophecy: but for many who were waiting, Jesus
went unnoticed – since he didn’t fit the picture of a ruler and king they held
in their minds for him. So, why did Jesus arrive as he did?
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I think the point here is for whom Jesus had come for. He came not to
endorse the ruling elite who suffered under Roman rule: rather he came as a
symbol for all humanity. He came as one of us, to teach by example: from
humble beginnings, he showed us what it means to live in a Christ like way.
He reached out to those who needed saving: the forgotten of society, the
sick, afflicted or rejected. By example, this coming from humble origins had
the ability to reach far more in society than the mighty king on a golden
throne in a vast palace could ever do.
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel,
tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began
to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was
wrapped around him. When he had washed their feet, and put on his
outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you
understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord,
and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I
have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have
done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.
John 13:3-5, 12-16 ESV
Jesus taught that a leader is servant to the needs of those he leads. He taught
that through humility, we can address the needs of those around us: that
grand gestures are no more important than a simple act of kindness.
Even at the end, Jesus taught the greatest lesson of all – in
death, he paid a ransom for a sin we could never hope to
pay. He proved God’s love for each and every one of us
– removing the yoke of sin from our shoulders,
allowing us a direct relationship with God through
Jesus sacrifice.
As we come through the end of Advent and
towards the joyful celebration of Christmas, this
might be something worth keeping in mind.
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AS A KID, WHAT DID YOU
LIKE MOST ABOUT
CHRISTMAS?
Paul Young
That was the question my wife Sam posed to me the other night. I pondered
for a moment and answered uncertainly “not really sure. I always liked
Christmas dinner.” Her retort of “that doesn’t count, that’s just a Sunday
roast” made me answer “well, waiting for Santa and opening presents then?
Er, watching Mary Poppins on Christmas afternoon – that always seemed to
be on?”
Sam wasn’t happy with my answer. “You’re always such a grump about
Christmas” she retorted. “I’m getting really excited about it but you never
seem to feel the same way”.
That, I agree with. My wife positively lives for Christmas and has already
started pulling together recipes, planning get-togethers, quizzing me on
presents she should obtain for friends and family.
So, I replied to ask Sam what it was that she so especially loved about
Christmas. My answer was within a few minutes – but with a maniacal grin
and eyes wide, Sam’s was decidedly the longer reply.
“EVERYTHING!! The food, yes – but rather, being in the kitchen with my mum
preparing it. We used to go carolling – with parent’s members of the Lions,
Masons and Rotary clubs, there were a lot of carol singing events growing up.
Going to church for carol services, for midnight mass, in Christmas morning.
The run up to Christmas as well: the advent church services where you’d
countdown the weeks with a new advent candle lit each week. Meeting with
friends and family and seeing their faces light up as they open the gift you’ve
given them. Ooo, decorating the tree with my parents too.”
Eventually she finished. I replied “one thing…?”
Sam again told me I was a grump.
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Did I have a happy Christmas? I’m sure I did, but growing up in a non-religious
family, my Christmas was effectively the commercial Christmas I’ve
mentioned in this blog before. It was a Christmas focused on the Hallmark
card ideals of Christmas; dinner, presents, Santa, a tree, chocolate, films on
the telly. However, with three siblings and over a decade between oldest to
youngest, I get the feeling looking back that it could be a stressful time for my
parents.
Talking with Sam, it occurs to me that I’ve historically celebrated half a
Christmas – and the half celebrated was the poorer, superficial half. Sam’s
Christmas’s however were fuller and contained a spark mine lacked: a
Christian core around which everything else revolved. It also occurs that Sam
– with so much carolling experience – should really join the St Marks choir.
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity
is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord ‘s hand double for all
her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
Isaiah 40:1-5 ESV
So, we enter the run of Sundays before Advent. For Sam, she can sense
Christmas coming. Although she agrees that they shouldn’t advertise
Christmas sales, toys, food and the like on the TV or in shops back in early
October, she certainly starts her countdown now.
But Sam’s countdown is the right countdown: she’s counting down to a filled
Christmas season for all the right reasons. I’m newer to faith than Sam, but
I’m understanding year on year what this season truly represents.
Thus I’m looking forward to sharing my wife’s spark for this Christmas season
as it approaches. A delight as I now understand isn’t Santa coming down the
chimney on Christmas Eve – rather it’s the Christ and the coming promise to
all humanity this offered, some two-thousand years or so ago.
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THE CHURCH TENT THE NEW FOREST SHOW

Barry Kent, chair of the new forest church tent committee
In the last week of July 2016, 175 volunteers over three sunny days kept the
church tent buzzing while 3,000 adults and children visited us for
refreshment of the bodily and spiritual kind. I want to give thanks for all
those who gave up their time meeting greeting, sharing in the children’s work
and others who turned out some amazing painted faces and that’s not just on
the children! For the refreshment team from the mother’s union providing a
vast number of glasses of soft drinks or cups of tea or coffee. Amazing!
The Countess of Wessex visited us in her role as president of the show and
she said “can you take this tent to other shows it’s just what the church
needs to do. You are all doing such a great job. Well done and thank you”
Many people say “there is something special about this tent” and we say
“that’s because we pray in it every day and it’s where the love of god is
shown continuously”
Much of the time we have a continuous stream of youngsters, together with
their parents, enjoying themselves on the drawing table or cutting out
homemade badges. And still Jesus is there among us in our refreshing.
As always we hear of many interesting and sometimes heart-breaking stories
of life in all its many facets. Often people leave prayers and messages on our
prayer request board which we pray over every day. But just having someone
to share their concerns with is often just what they need.
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Even though we don’t
charge for anything (except
things on the bookshop
stalls) we still find that
people are very generous in
their giving of donations.
This allows us to give away
donations to worthy
charities such as the
mothers union “away from it
all” holidays for vulnerable children and their parents on the Isle of Wight, as
well as the oasis trust which assists a wide variety of needy people both in
this country and abroad.
Sadly, Sue Abernethy who has been our refreshment co-ordinator for the
past ten years feels it’s time to hang up her pinny. She has been a source of
strength in all that she has done for us and we thank her enormously. This
leaves me with a position to fill for 2017: if you feel God calling you to help in
that capacity over the three days in 2017 - or someone else who might be
suitable - please contact me on 01425 611348

FROM THE EDITOR
Anne opened this issue with Christmas greetings; as you’ve
read to the end, I shall end this edition with a look back over
2016. And what a year: it’s been a year which has seen the loss
of many great people – musicians from Bowie to Prince, actors
from Gene Wilder to Robert Vaughn. A year that saw Boaty
McBoat Face, the EU referendum and the unexpected election
of Donald Trump in the US presidential elections. A year of unrest, mounting
racial tensions and increasing divides between rich and poor.
We can all play a part in turning our destinies around and together can be a
positive force for change. Together, let’s make 2017 the other side of the
coin to a brighter year.
See you in the new year - Paul
Content for the January issue should be sent to the editor by the 18th December
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THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED – DECEMBER
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday,
please give the name and date to one of our churchwardens, Teresa Nivison or Maureen
Barnard.

2nd
3rd
4th

7th
10th
11th
12th
13th

James NEVILLE
Margaret BREWER
Howard HEWITT
Frederick HAYWARD
Pamela COOMBES
David SAUNDERS
Rhoda Iadora DOVE
Frank FORWARD
Betty MAY
Gordon HALL
Sylvia CLARK

15th
16th
17th
19th
20th
23rd
25th
28th
30th

Stephen SHEARING
Reginald PENNY
William LEGG
David CULVER-WILLIAMS
Janet REEVES
Michael HAYWARD
Eric GANNAWAY
Phyllis DAVIS
Howard SKEW
Anne ARNOLD

NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS – DECEMBER
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th

Ramley Road
Ridgeway Court
Renouf Close
Saracen Close
St Marks Road
Southbourne Road
South Street
Those who clean our streets
and collect our refuse
Southlands
Sway Road
The Square
Sycamore Mews
Bill Andrews, Deanery Lay Chair
Upper Common Road
Wainsford Close

RECENTLY DEPARTED
4th November

Carol Ann Corbin

16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Wainsford Road
West Close
The unemployed
West Way
Anne, our Associate Priest
Whitaker Crescent
Widbury Road
Willow Tree House
Wilverley Close
Yaldhurst Lane
Yarrell Mead
the Deanery Synod
New Forest Street Pastors
Peter, our Area Dean
Local dentist and GP surgeries
Our local pubs
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PARISH CONTACTS
Church Wardens
Parish Administrator
Associate Priest
PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer
Gift Aid Secretary
Envelope Scheme
Director of Music
Church Centre Manager
Church Centre Bookings
Parish Visitors
Electoral Roll Officer
Magazine Editor
Magazine Advertising
and Distribution
Traidcraft
Pennington Junior School
Bible Fellowship
Churches Together
Messy Church
New Forest Basics Bank

Mrs Teresa Nivison
07541 842025
Mrs Maureen Barnard
07541 721440
Jackie Paul
01590 671813
Rev. Anne Elliott*
07553 552540
Mrs Eve Jolly
01590 679310
Mrs Teresa Nivison
07541 842025
Mrs Maureen Barnard
07541 721440
Mrs Maureen Barnard
07541 721440
Dr. Leigh Jerwood
01590 678678
Mrs Shirley Saunders
01590 677628
Mrs Shirley Saunders
01590 677628
Mrs Christine Scott
01590 672335
Mrs Pat Wright
01590 678416
Mr Paul Young
editorstmarks@yahoo.co.uk
Mr John Nivison
07541 842025
JohnNivison@stmarks-pennington.org.uk
Mrs Pat Wright
01590 678416
Headteacher
01590 672104
Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven
01590 677940
Mrs Anne Harris
01590 678378
Mrs Sandy Negrescu
01590 675506
01590 610008

*Not available on Friday

There are additional contact methods
available through our church website
(www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk) – as
well as general enquiries being welcome via
email to enquiries@stmarkspennington.org.uk.
Whilst we work towards appointing a new priest
in charge for St Marks, we are very fortunate to
have Anne Elliott with us as a familiar face to
lead us in worship. For any day to day questions
in regards to St Marks however, please find our
church wardens are happy to help with any
questions you may have as they guide our church
through this time of interregnum.
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SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARKS
Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Communion
Evensong with Act of Healing
Evening Worship
Evensong
Holy Communion

Sundays, 8:00am
Sundays, 9:30am
1st Sunday, 6:00pm
3rd Sunday, 6:00pm
4th Sunday, 6:00pm
Wednesdays, 11:30am

For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside
front cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our
website.

REGULAR MEETINGS
Choir Practice
Coffee Morning
Rainbows
Brownies
Brownies
Guides
Beavers
Cubs
Scouts
Scouts
Explorers

(Church)
(Church Centre)
(Church)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Scout hut HQ)
(Pennington Scout hut HQ)
(Pennington Scout hut HQ)
(Pennington Scout hut HQ)
(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Sundays, 8:45am
Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am
Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am
Tuesday, 5:15pm
Wednesday, 6:00pm
Thursday, 5:30pm
Thursday, 7:15pm
Thursday, 6:00pm
Wednesday, 6:30pm
Monday, 7:00pm
Friday, 7:00pm
Thursday, 8:00pm

St Marks welcomes all who come through our doors – be
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family, or
a regular one as a member of our church family. If you wish
to help St Marks to spread God's truth in our local community
and beyond, your donation is always welcome.
You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message PRAY25 and your
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Marks Church - for example,
'PRAY25 £5' - and make a difference today.
St Marks Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ
www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk

