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From the Pulpit
As most of you probably know by now, our Priest-in-Charge, Alex
Russell, has moved to Guildford Diocese to take up a new post.
After nine years at St Marks, where she has given us so much
through her skills, her teaching, and her care for us all, we will
miss her enormously, and we are immensely grateful to her for all
she has done for us. We wish her every blessing in her new position, and I know she
will be a blessing to her new congregation and parishioners.
Here, we are left with a change as we seek to move forward in new ways. Change
brings uncertainty, and a shift in dynamics as we find ways to fill the gaps in all that
Alex so successfully fulfilled. How are we to do this?
While we will all offer our gifts to support each other, the church and our parish,
most importantly we need to depend on God. God has provided for us in the past,
He will provide for us in the present and in the future. God is faithful to his people,
and He will not let us down. The Bible gives us the history of God’s faithfulness to
his people over many generations before and after Christ, and we have witnesses of
God’s continued faithfulness to this present day.
God will do His part. We, however, need to do our part too. We are in a relationship
with God, and relationships are two-way. On holiday recently, I heard a sermon
where the speaker reminded us that God does not lay out the plans for our future to
follow day by day, with each step forward clearly specified. Our relationship with
God would be very superficial if our lives were mapped out for us ahead. And to be
honest, would we really want that? No, God asks us to trust Him, to come to Him
each day and share with Him our concerns, our joys, our anxieties, our needs. As
we experience His provision for us through His love and care as each new day
unfolds, we grow in our relationship of love and trust with Him. Jesus told us not to
worry about tomorrow because today’s troubles are enough for today. God knows
this, so He takes care of the future, and provides for us today, and every day.
God spoke to Isaiah, a prophet we read of in our Old Testaments in our Bibles,with
the words: “In quietness and in trust shall be your strength” (Isaiah 30:15).
We do not need to be anxious, our strength will come through trusting in God, who
will provide for all our needs here at St Mark as we move forward. Rather than
concerning ourselves with how much there is to do, let's come to God in prayer and
trust, and find our strength in Him. I am confident He has a plan for us here, and He
will provide all we need if we trust in Him and our community will grow through His
grace.
Anne Elliott
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Calendar – September 2016
Date

Time

Details

st

10:00

Churchyard Working Party

Thursday 1st

12:30

Friendship Lunch (pre-booked please)

rd

Thursday 1
Saturday 3

14:30

“A Recent Church in an Ancient Village” talk, St Marks

Sunday 4th

08:00

Holy Communion (Said, BCP)

Sunday 4th

08:45

Refreshments served between morning services

th

09:30

Family Worship, with Childrens Society

Sunday 4th

18:00

Evensong with act of healing

th

10:15

Coffee Morning, Church Centre

Wednesday 7th

11:30

Holy Communion

Sunday 11th

08:00

Holy Communion (Said, BCP)

th

08:45

Refreshments served between morning services

Sunday 11th

09:30

Family Communion

14:00

Events sub-committee meeting

13:30

Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre

th

10:15

Coffee Morning, Church Centre

Wednesday 14th

11:30

Holy Communion

Sunday 18th

08:00

Holy Communion (Said, BCP)

th

08:45

Refreshments served between morning services

Sunday 18th

09:30

Family Communion

th

17:30

Refreshments served before Evening Worship service

Sunday 18th

18:00

Evening Worship

Tuesday 20th

10:00

Standing Committee and Staff Meeting

st

10:15

Coffee Morning, Church Centre

Wednesday 21st

11:30

Holy Communion

st

Sunday 4

Wednesday 7

Sunday 11

Monday 12

th

Tuesday 13th
Wednesday 14

Sunday 18
Sunday 18

Wednesday 21
Wednesday 21

19:30

Alex Russell installation at Worplesdon parish

Sunday 25th

08:00

Holy Communion (Said, BCP)

Sunday 25th

08:45

Refreshments served between morning services

th

09:30

Family Communion

Sunday 25th

18:00

Evensong

th

11:00

Staff meeting

Monday 26th

19:00

PCC meeting

13:30

Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre

Sunday 25

Monday 26

Tuesday 27

th
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Date

Time

Details

th

10:15

Coffee Morning, Centre (with Draw Club September draw)

Wednesday 28th

11:30

Holy Communion

Wednesday 28
Thursday 29

th

Communion offered in local rest homes

Looking ahead…
Our Harvest lunch will be held in the Church Centre at 12:15pm for 12:30pm on
Sunday 2 October, following our Harvest Service in church. Tickets for lunch are £5
per person, and are available from the Churchwardens. Come and join us in this
Festival Celebration!

Readings for 9:30am Sunday services
The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity (The Children’s Society)
4th September

New Testament

Mark 10 : vv 13 – 16

Gospel

No Gospel

The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
11th September

New Testament

New Testament 1 Timothy 1 : vv 12 – 17

Gospel

Luke 15 : vv 1 – 10

The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
18th September

New Testament

1 Timothy 2 : vv 1 – 7

Gospel

Luke 16 : vv 1 – 13

The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
25th September

New Testament

2 Timothy 6: vv 19 – end

Gospel

Luke 16 : 19 to end

A Lighter Side...
A small boy asked his mother for a
cucumber to take to Junior Church. A
slightly puzzled mother complied. Later
she asked what it had been used for.
‘Sorry, mum,’ he confessed. ‘I got it
wrong. We were supposed to bring a
newcomer.’
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Our Community
News and events from various groups in and around Pennington.

What's on at the Church Centre
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

13:45 – 14:45

Pilates

15:30 – 20:15

Children's Dancing

09:30 – 10:30

Zumba

13:30 – 16:00

NHS Retirement Fellowship (1st Tuesday only)

13:30 – 16:00

Strictly Come Crafting (2nd and 4th Tuesdays)

18:15 – 19:15

Pilates

10:15 – 11:30

Coffee Mornings

15:30 – 17:15

Messy Church (once a month – see calendar)

18:15 – 20:15

Pilates

Contact details for Church Centre events
Church Centre Bookings

Shirley Saunders

01590 677628

Pilates

Lynda Hutchins

01425 638464

Children's Dancing

Kayleigh Sargeant

01425 616750

Zumba

Lucy Thomas

01590 645919

Strictly Come Crafting

Dorothy Davies

01590 676163

NHS Retirement Fellowship

Jacqui Allan

02380 666603

Pennington Church Centre, The
Square
is available for hire with on site car
parking facilities and top rated kitchen
facilities. Ideally situated for meetings,
sales, instruction classes, wedding
receptions, exhibitions and much, much
more.
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St Marks Draw Club
The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows – congratulations to
our winners!
July

First

Second

Third

171

514

668

Donkey Derby and Dog Show
From Ingrid Bolhoven
Having attended the recent Donkey Derby on Pennington Common on the 30 th July
ably organised by the Pennington Residents Association, I would like to say a big
thank you to all involved. Those of us who help in whatever way organising events at
St Mark's know the importance of working together as a team. There was a good
mix of entertainment, appealing to many from Pennington and beyond. Blessed with
good weather, families and friends enjoyed the donkey races and the well attended
dog show. Good forward planning, and advertising, with programmes for sale in the
shops, must have added to the coffers. I was delighted to read of Eric Light's
remarks of working together with St Mark's and the Pennington WI in future. I for
one will look forward to this liaison, bringing mutual benefit to the residents of
Pennington. Thank you for putting Pennington back on the map.

The riders and their donkeys at the end of their last race.

Prettiest Dog at the dog show

Photographs courtesy of Renouf Design (www.renoufdesign.co.uk) and available for purchase from
http://goo.gl/4XPVVP – with proceeds towards Pennington Residents Association
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Churchyard Notes
From Ingrid Bolhoven
The churchyard working party will be meeting at 10am on the 1st
September until midday. Tools are provided and we will be
clearing/mowing overgrown areas, attending to the flower border
and generally tidying up. We will check on the safety of
headstones, any hidden objects lurking in the undergrowth and
keeping the grass pathways cut for safety of access: of course all
this depends on the number helping on the day.
All of this work is rewarded with some refreshments and a chat about any future
plans. Being only five regular volunteers covering a large swathe of ground, a warm
welcome awaits anyone offering a couple of hours a month working with a friendly
group of people.

Street and Prayer Pastors
From Ingrid Bolhoven, Committee Member.
You have probably received a leaflet about New
Forest South Street Pastors - our new name. We
send out two groups of Street Pastors, one early
and one late, where we visit New Milton (mainly in
the early evening where the youngsters gather) and
then Lymington, and surrounding villages. Our
Pastors finally end their shift when the last pub
closes its doors: we like to see everyone gets home safely and help where we can in
this regard. Our Pastors, all committed Christians, are highly trained and work under
strict rules from the Ascension Trust.
Please don't discard our leaflet before reading it: rather, may I ask you to pray for
this voluntary body of people. Prayers are so effective - as the supportive Prayer
Pastors back at base have discovered - when the patrol ring in for a needed prayer
in a difficult situation, or for thanksgiving. We are following the example of Jesus
who went among the people bringing comfort and healing and bringing his joy to all.
Thank you for your support and prayers and I am always happy to answer your
questions or have an informal chat, as is Anne Elliott: you can also ring the number
on the leaflet.
7
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Traidcraft
From Pat Wright
We are very fortunate to welcome Jane Barnicoat to speak to us
about Traidcraft on Sunday 25th September at the 9.30am
service. Jane has spent some time in Malawi seeing the
benefits of the work of Traidcraft and how it affects the local
people at the other end of the chain – helping them to build
sustainable livelihoods for themselves and their families.
So please come along and join us to listen to Jane’s
experiences and also to sample some tasters – which
hopefully will “whet your appetite” to buy more goodies
from our stall in church.
There will also be autumn catalogues available to take
away showing that Traidcraft offers a huge variety of
products – both delicious things to eat and also
beautifully made items.
Dare I say it, but Christmas will soon be upon us – so please start thinking about
gifts you can buy from Traidcraft (the special Christmas edition should be available
in October) and let me have any orders. We will be having a selection of Christmas
cards in church nearer the time but orders can always be taken if you prefer other
designs. Also, when buying the ingredients for your Christmas cakes and puddings,
don’t forget that these can also be supplied by Traidcraft.
Justice is at the heart of Traidcraft as they try to secure fair deals and better working
conditions for the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people. Please let us do our
best to help those so much less fortunate that ourselves.

An update from New Forest Basics Bank
From Janet Blizzard (Chairman)
With Harvest Festival approaching I am writing in the hope you will
consider supporting the New Forest Basics Bank, your
independent local distributor of food parcels to people in need. Our
shelves are almost empty but the demand for our help continues to
be considerable.
8
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If you are able to donate your gifts to us, may we ask you to telephone in advance
(on 01590 610008) to let us know the time and date of delivery so that we can
arrange for someone to be present to receive them - either at the cabin or our
container store. If we are not open, please leave a message. As our cabin is very
small and cramped, it would also assist us greatly if you could separate the goods
dated 2016/2017 from the rest.
More information available at http://www.basicsbank.org.uk/

First Lymington Brownies
From Tawny Owl (Erika)
I Thought I would let you know something about the trip my
daughter Hannah and myself are embarking upon in April next
year: we are going to Nepal!
We are joining the Guides for seventeen days where we will be
trekking through many different landscapes - from farmland to
rural villages. We will be staying in lodges along the way, after
trekking for five to six hours each day at altitudes up to 4,130 feet.
We have thus been taking practice walks in the Brecon Beacons in April. It shows
that our trip won't be easy: by day two my knees were certainly starting to hurt!
In our preparation, we also went to Swanage back in May for another weekend of
effort, staying in a scout hut and sleeping on the floor. However, rough nights are a
fair price to pay for the chance to walk around the Jurassic coastline - with lovely
scenery I was able to forget for a moment my knees which were playing up again but I made it through!
We have just been on a challenge to
St Catherine’s hill in Winchester. I
myself only climbed it five times - but
the others in our group did better - up
to ten times up and down in some
cases: quite a challenge where there
were around 336 steps.
With April 2017 fast approaching,
we'll be looking forward to more
walking weekends to come.
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Quiz Corner
Across

1 and 3 Two of the disciples who
witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus
(Luke 9:28) (4,3,5)
3
See 1 Across
8
‘Let us draw — to God with a sincere
heart in full assurance of faith’ (Hebrews
10:22) (4)
9
O Simon is (anag.) (8)
11 Form of government under the direct
rule of God or his agents (10)
14 How Jesus found his disciples when
he returned to them after praying in
Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)
15 In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the name
of the meadow into which Christian
strayed, which led to Doubting Castle (2-4)
17 Glad sin rat (anag.) (10)
20 Spinal column (Leviticus 3:9) (8)
21 Valley of the Balsam Tree with a reputation of being a waterless place (Psalm 84:6) (4)
22 ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of one — — sees clearly’ (Numbers 24:3)
(5,3)
23 Adam and Eve’s third son (Genesis 4:25) (4)

Down

1
David’s great friend (1 Samuel 20:17) (8)
2
‘The Lord... will bring me safely to his — kingdom’ (2 Timothy 4:18) (8)
4
‘I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; — — or wine touched my lips’
(Daniel 10:3) (2,4)
5
Seeking to vindicate (Job 32:2) (10)
6
Female servant (Isaiah 24:2) (4)
7
‘For Christ died for — once for all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)
10 ‘Offering spiritual sacrifices — to God through Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 2:5) (10)
12 Jesus said that some people had renounced this ‘because of the kingdom of heaven’
(Matthew 19:12) (8)
13 One of the three men thrown into the furnace for refusing to worship Nebuchadnezzar’s
golden image (Daniel 3:20) (8)
16 ‘You have — of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be
merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)
18 ‘There before me was a white horse! Its rider held — — , and he was given a crown’
(Revelation 6:2) (1,3)
19 Equipment to Charity Hospitals Overseas (1,1,1,1)
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Smoke Alarm
by Paul Young
I recently popped into Argos, and bought the
church two smoke alarms. We had an alarm in
the St Marks room but despite changing
batteries with new ones, it continued to
intermittently let out a random “beep!” at odd
times of the day.
Nothing man-made – and especially that
which requires batteries – lasts forever: so I
took those beeps as the poor old alarm giving
its last gasps.
Insurance: it’s a strange thing, when you think about it. That old smoke alarm had been
attached to the roof of the St Marks room for years and now it’s being replaced, having never
been needed. I’ve been paying home and car insurance for decades – but again, all I’ve done
is make the insurance companies richer, as my wallet became lighter.
In our modern world, we are getting better at improving ourselves. From innovative new ways
to produce food, to medical breakthroughs in the treatment of illness and disease. From the
awesome ability to find information at the click of a mouse to a recent wedding I attended in
London – where a family member in Zambia gave a speech at the wedding breakfast via
Skype.
As our world becomes more user friendly through technology and scientific innovations, the
need for “insurance” seems less and less important. Even my car insurance – never claimed
against in all my years of driving – could become even more redundant with self driving cars
that can anticipate danger better than I can.
Replace the word insurance above with faith. I feel we have entered an era in which we find
answers for ourselves within science and technology. We don’t pray for good crops: we
engineer them, so they grow better in a changing world. We don’t pray for healing: we expect
it through the miracles of modern medicine.
As our understanding of the universe grows, many look at the stories of Creation in the Bible
as ridiculous: seven days? Science proves it took over millions and millions of years we retort.
Faith takes a back seat in modern life as humanity turns to Science for answers.
But there is a flipside to our advances. We’re entering an era where more and more infections
can not be treated with the anti-microbial agents we have – and we may in the next few
decades enter an era where easily treated disease today becomes a serious problem for us.
We’re in a wonderful world of robotics – but when robots are used by police to kill violent
12
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suspects, where is the accountability? Our requirements for fuel and electricity are producing
emissions that are literally baking our planet – with what many scientists now see as a nogoing back from turning point in the rising temperature of the Earth.
Here is where I turn back to a failing smoke alarm. The purpose of a smoke alarm is to warn if
there is the danger of fire ahead: to hopefully save your life if the worst occurred. Faith is
similar, as we trust that our lives and those who we care for can be improved through God.
Our God is not aloof and distant from us either: through Christ, he is with us in all we
undertake. Indeed, the engineers, doctors and scientists making breakthroughs to improve
our lives will have God with them too – who I believe can work through Humanity to the
benefit of us all.
As our world continues to change, our need for God remains unchanged. Indeed, as we find
that our scientific advances are leading to unexpected problems through their application, it is
now when we need God more than ever. To be a quiet voice behind those that can make a
difference, to prompt and mold those who lead.
What’s important is that when the smoke alarm gives that beep, we heed it – and when the
Holy Spirit gives that beep, we sit up and take notice:
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on
his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come.
John 16:13
I know that the smoke alarm is there and I believe that one day it might save my life. Likewise
I know that God is there too and I am blessed to know that every day through grace I am also
saved.

Unity through Divison
by Paul Young
Each morning I catch a train from Lymington to Southampton, where I work at an office in
Bedford Place. The morning train at 7am is a sleepy place and it’s here where I tend to think
about random things, as I watch the forest fly by through the window. A recent thought that
struck me is that connecting Lymington to Edinburgh there is a railway line – a snaking length
of iron, wood and concrete that connects the South to the North. It then occurred to me that if
I don’t mind changing at Waterloo, that very same spider’s web of track connects me to
France and much of Europe too.
It’s amazing how we as humans have linked ourselves through engineering and technology. If
I want to visit Switzerland, there is an unbroken train line that could take me there. If I wanted
to speak to someone in America, I could easily do so. If I desire, I could even see someone
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live in Australia through internet based video conferencing: although they might not want to
see me, considering the time difference.
Our planet, if you decided to walk – and swim, as there is a lot of ocean along the way! – is
24,901 (and a half) miles around. If you wanted to travel under your own steam, you’d be
away from home for likely half a year or more: yet despite this, our planet feels smaller than it
might have to our grandparents.
As interconnected as we could now be with those around the world through engineering and
technology, we still choose an isolated life. Like minded groups based on the colour of skin,
ethnic descent, political view and religious background will band together to the exclusion of
those that are different. It isn’t just those at the extremes either: if one thing the recent EU
referendum has demonstrated, it’s that an argument of “British Sovereignty” over the
perceived shackles of an EU superstate held widespread appeal to many in the UK.
Some might argue that the Bible reinforces that idea of exclusion and division – take this
familiar story from the old testament as an example:
Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as people migrated
from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to
one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick
for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” And the Lord came down to see the city and
the tower, which the children of man had built. And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one
people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will
do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go
down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s
speech.” So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they
left off building the city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord
confused the language of all the earth. And from there the Lord dispersed them over the
face of all the earth.
Genesis 11:1-9 ESV
I don’t read the story of Babel literally, nor indeed the story of the flood: but I have often
wondered at the message being conveyed here. Far from a loving and accepting God, this
strikes of a God taking a spiteful and malicious response to a humanity only just saved from
the flood that near wiped out humanity shortly before. Instead of welcoming people who
wanted to reach God, God instead divided and tore apart mankind, forming division and
confusion which we know from our aggressive nature leads to conflict.
But perhaps, this is a view that we as people hold in our own narrow perspective. Look at the
bigger picture: those trying to reach the heavens through the tower of babel could have – if
God willed it – been accepted directly from the flood, forget having to build a monumental
14
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spire. Instead, God forces the remnants of humanity to find their own way, unique from each
other. Rather than the risk of stagnation, humanity diversifies into unique cultures which make
discoveries in science, technology and theology – which perhaps a uniform society might not
be able to.
Through this “punishment”, God had given humanity, over the next few thousand years’ the
opportunity to grow and develop. However we are working to God’s plan and God’s timeline –
and his plan is to welcome us into his kingdom. I don’t believe it was ever his plan to keep us
apart: as we discover through the gift of Jesus Christ teachings and sacrifice to humanity –
and what happened next:
And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to
them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there were
dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this
sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was
hearing them speak in his own language. And they were amazed and astonished,
saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each
of us in his own native language? And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?”
Acts 2:2-8, 12 ESV
At the tower of Babel, humanity was plunged into
confusion through an inability to understand one
another: in the events of Pentecost, the confusion was
quite the opposite. God through the Holy Spirit had
unified the nations – the bewilderment coming from
comprehension, not lack of understanding.
Was it a surprise therefore as to what occurred next:
some three thousand souls baptised into the fledgling
Christian faith after seeing and hearing of Christ’s
power and God’s message of grace?
Babel was our attempt at a shortcut: God however
needed us to go the long way around. This meant that
we could reach our true potential: our own unique backgrounds lend us an insight and
richness which mean we come to God with a greater understanding and awe of his Creation.
We come knowing more fully of God’s majesty and grace.
Humanity can be divided, despite our ingenuity to bring people together. However it’s clear
that be you in China, America, Italy or here in sleepy Hampshire there is a unity through
division: held together by the hope we have through Jesus Christ.
15
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The Faithful Departed - September
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest
Sunday, Please give the name and date to our churchwarden, Teresa Nivison.
1st
2nd

3rd
4th
5th
7th
8th

Gladys EMUS
Frits BOLHOVEN
David DAVIES
George FLOOD
Kenneth SLEENEY
Kerry PYATT
Kenneth HONEYBUN
Peggy CHEETHAM
Freya PHILPS
Charles EATON
Ian PRESS
Lillian WOOD

9th
14th
16th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
27th

Joan COOK
Peggy CHEETHAM
Peter COLEBY
Herbert WHITEHEAD
Doreen BENNETT
Janet HILL
Frank GARDNER
Peter PRESS
David HOUSE
Barbara SPARKS
John GATES
Stanley KNIGHT

The Recently Departed
17th July
June Totterdell
10th August Peter Burbidge

2nd August

Brian Meffen

Neighbourhood Prayers – September
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
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Avon Close
Alison Court
Bays Court
Bays Road
Beresford Road
Billington Place
Blackthorn Close
Birch Court
Broadley Close
Those who work in pre-schools and nurseries
Bowling Green
Brooklands Close
Broomhill Close
Brownings Close
Chequers Close

16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

Clausen Way
Conifer Crescent
Corbin Road
Cowley Road
Curzon Place
Anne Elliott, our associate priest
Deneside Copse
Edwards Close
Efford Way
Efford Court
Elm Avenue
Foreset Court
Foxward Drive
Fox Pond Lane
Parish Visitors
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From the Editor

makes sense.

Now, don’t feel you have to get me anything, but on the 27th
September, it’s my birthday. Yup, I’m going to turn thirty-eight
years old – and grief, that’s really old. I mean, really: I don’t feel
any different now than I did when I was eighteen – but I’m now
twelve years older than my dad was when I first met him. If that
So no, I’ve decided I won’t be thirty-eight – instead, I’ll celebrate another birthday:
you see I also turn four on the 30th September.
Through baptism and confirmation, we’re born again into a new life through Christ
and indeed as much as I enjoy a good birthday celebration, I am thankful for the 30 th
September 2012 all the more. A lot has happened in the past four years: I married
my girlfriend of over a decade Samantha; commiserated at the passing of pets and
celebrated in the weird behaviour of growing ones. We’ve seen friends marry at St
Marks and we’ve sadly said our fond farewells to those who have departed this
earthly life - including Peter Burbidge in August this year, who celebrated his
confirmation with myself in 2012.
Time marches on, but unlike the dreading of those milestone birthdays of your
thirties, forties, fifties and beyond, a life reborn in Christ has a promise as we move
into the future. You see, Peter – and his wife Cheryl before him – may no longer be
with us, but I have faith that the end we witnessed was not the end at all: rather,
simply the end of one leg of a journey and the
glorious start of another.
Crossword Solution
So, hopefully a happy birthday for me but may it
be a happy new day to all of us who have been
reborn through Christ. May we help others to see
through our words, deeds and strength the power
we have through Christ. That we may help
others to know the blessing they could have
through God.
See you in October!
Paul Young

Content for the October edition should be supplied by the 20 th September
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Envelope Scheme

Mrs Maureen Barnard

07541 721440

Director of Music

Dr. Leigh Jerwood

01590 678678

Church Centre Manager

Mrs Shirley Saunders

01590 677628

Church Centre Bookings Mrs Shirley Saunders

01590 677628

Parish Visitors

Mrs Christine Scott

01590 672335

Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Pat Wright

01590 678416

Magazine Editor

Mr Paul Young

editorstmarks@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine Advertising

Mr John Nivison

JohnNivison@stmarks-pennington.org.uk

and Distribution
Traidcraft

07541 842025

Mrs Pat Wright

Pennington Junior School Headmaster

01590 678416
01590 672104

Bible Fellowship

Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven

01590 677940

Churches Together

Mrs Anne Harris

01590 678378

Messy Church

Mrs Sandy Negrescu

01590 675506

New Forest Basics Bank

01590 610008

There are additional contact methods available through our church website (www.stmarks-
pennington.org.uk) – as well as generic enquiries being welcome to enquiries@stmarks-
pennington.org.uk, directly via email.
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Wall Paintings Appeal
All parish churches have a legal responsibility to keep the building in good repair
and to help us to do this, every five years we have an inspection by an expert
architect. Our last one took place exactly two years ago, and we were told that we
must have a specialist in conservation make repairs to our beautiful wall paintings,
as they are beginning to crumble. (If you would like to come and see them, do give
our church warden Teresa Nivison a call so that we can arrange it: in the meantime
we’ve included some photos below for your interest).
Whether or not we have the funds for the repairs they have to go ahead, and work
will start this autumn. The estimated cost is over £25,000, which includes cleaning,
repairs, and scaffolding.
Would you please consider making a donation to help us pay to restore the wall
paintings to their full beauty? They are one of the major features of our church which
make it such a special place for family celebrations, like weddings and baptisms. If
you are able to help us, we gratefully accept your donation:
Name

..........................................................

Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
..........................................................
..........................................................
▢ I wish Gift Aid to apply to the above donation.
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I play less Income Tax and / or
Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid
claimed on all donations, it is my responsibility to pay any difference
Please return this form with your cheque donation (payable to St Marks
PCC) to: Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Pace, Lymington, SO41 9TL

Service Times at St Marks
Holy Communion (BCP)

Sundays, 8:00am

Family Communion

Sundays, 9:30am

Evensong with Act of Healing

1st Sunday, 6:00pm

Evening Worship

3rd Sunday, 6:00pm

Evensong

4th Sunday, 6:00pm

Holy Communion

Wednesdays, 11:30am

For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside front
cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our website.

Regular Meetings
Choir Practice

(Church)

Sundays, 8:45am

Coffee Morning

(Church Centre)

Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am

(Church)

Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am

Rainbows

(Pennington Guide hut)

Tuesday, 5:15pm

Brownies

(Pennington Guide hut)

Wednesday, 6:00pm

Brownies

(Pennington Guide hut)

Thursday, 5:30pm

Guides

(Pennington Guide hut)

Thursday, 7:15pm

Beavers

(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Thursday, 6:00pm

Cubs

(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Wednesday, 6:30pm

Scouts

(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Monday, 7:00pm

Scouts

(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Friday, 7:00pm

Explorers

(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Thursday, 8:00pm

St Marks welcomes all who come through our doors – be your visit a brief
one for the wedding of a friend or family, or a regular one as a member of our
church family. If you wish to help St Marks to spread God's truth in our local
community and beyond, your donation is always welcome.
Donating online is easy; via our website at www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk
and click upon the 'heart' icon, top-right. Here you will be able to make what ever
donation you see fit to offer, via a secure service: simply follow the prompts to
enter your donation amount and card details.
Thank you for being a part of our mission: no matter how great or small,
our success is a testament to your support.
St Marks Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ
www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk

