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From the Pulpit
This may be the last year in which I have to regularly check my
diary to be sure of exactly when Easter falls, as the general synod
of the Church of England is considering whether to ‘fix’ the date of
Easter Day so that, like Christmas Day, the timing is always
predictable. There are mixed views on this, but it would certainly
make life easier for schools, and probably for vicars too!
Still, whatever happens in future years, one thing we can be certain of is that, this
year, Easter Day will fall on the 27th of March.
I imagine that, if I questioned a random group of people, most of them would be able
to give me a rough idea of the religious significance of Christmas. If the question
was about Easter ...well, I’m not so sure. It’s probably not helped by the fact that,
even within the Church, there are several different views about the meaning of the
festival. While we have pretty convincing historical evidence of the crucifixion of
Jesus, the meaning behind his death has been debated for years. The traditional
Christian view is that ‘Jesus died for our sins’, but what does that really mean?
The theology behind this belief is that Jesus paid the penalty for humanity’s sin,
thereby bringing us close to God (the relationship which the actions of Adam and
Eve had disrupted) and allowing us to be forgiven and brought back into right
relationship with the creator.
There are many ‘theories of the atonement’, as they are called. The one I lean
towards (I would not dream of saying that I know which is correct - and I’m never
quite sure about ‘correctness’ in matters of faith anyway!) is the cross as moral
example. Put simply, this sees the crucifixion of Jesus as a demonstration of God’s
love for us. Peter Abelard (1079-1142) was ahead of his time in developing this
idea, when he wrote: ‘The Son of God took our nature, and in it took upon himself
to teach us by both work and example even to the point of death, thus binding us to
himself through love.’ He further explained his thinking by saying that true liberty is
found in doing everything through and from love - a love we are able to give by
following the example of Jesus.
Of course, as with so many matters of faith, we cannot know precisely what God’s
plan was, in the crucifixion. But it’s important to remember that, in Jesus’ time on
earth, crucifixion was a normal way of punishing criminals, of putting them to death.
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So it seems to me that the manner of Jesus’ death is perhaps less important than
the fact that he died as a criminal. For a man who was entirely good and devoted to
humanity to die in this way was a terrible thing, and so we can only imagine what
God’s intention was, either in allowing it to happen, or in turning it to something good
and godly after the event.
I’ll give the final word of the meaning of the crucifixion to a much more up-to-date
commentator, the theologian Giles Fraser. He wrote:
‘...how important it is for Christians to insist upon a non-sacrificial reading of
the death of Christ. For too long, Christians have put up with a theory of
salvation that has at its core the idea that God requires the sacrifice of his
own son so that human sin can be cancelled. "There was no other good
enough to pay the price of sin", we will all sing. The fact this is a disgusting
idea, and morally degenerate, is obvious to all but those indoctrinated into a
very narrow reading of the cross.
No, Jesus is not a blood sacrifice to appease a vicious God. The story is not
an endorsement of the idea that sacrifice brings peace with God but an
attack on it. "I desire mercy, not sacrifice," Jesus insists, going on to side
with the scapegoats themselves. The Gospel is clear. I am with the
hunchback. I am with the one cast out. He became one with the rejected
and the cast out. And thus he suffered the same fate. This is not to endorse
sacrificial theology but to condemn it.
Yet despite this clear identification with the victim, much official Christianity
holds on to the sacrificial reading of Christ's death. The present pope has
insisted that the Eucharist must be seen as a sacrifice rather than as a meal
among friends, and evangelical Christians remain committed to their theory
of Christ being sacrificed to offset human sin. Lord have mercy.’
(First published in The Guardian, April 2009.)
Your Servant,
Alex Russell

Our New Look!

Several people have commented favourably on the new look of this magazine. Do let us
know what you think, either via the website, email (enquiries@stmarks-pennington.org.uk), or
calling 01590 610963 - we’d love to hear from you.
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Calendar – March 2016
Date
Tuesday 1

st

Time

Details

14:00

Events sub-committee

Wednesday 2nd

10:15

Coffee Morning, Church Centre

nd

11:30

Holy Communion

Wednesday 2nd

14:00

Messy Church planning, Church Centre

Thursday 3rd

12:30

Friendship Lunch (pre-booked please)

rd

19:30

Deanery Synod at Hordle: all welcome

10:30

Prayers for the Parish

th

08:00

Holy Communion (Said, BCP)

Sunday 6th

08:45

Refreshments served between 8am and 9:30am services

Sunday 6th

09:30

Family Communion

th

18:00

Compline (with Act of Healing)

18:00

Wedding fayre planning meeting

th

10:30

Funeral service, the late Herbert Mansbridge

Tuesday 8th

13:30

Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre

th

Wednesday 2

Thursday 3

Saturday 5th
Sunday 6

Sunday 6

Monday 7th
Tuesday 8
Tuesday 8

19:30

Churches Together Comedy Evening, URC

Wednesday 9th

10:15

Coffee Morning, Church Centre

Wednesday 9th

11:30

Holy Communion

th

08:00

Holy Communion (Said, BCP)

Sunday 13th

08:45

Refreshments served between 8am and 9:30am services

th

09:30

Family Communion

Sunday 13th

18:00

Evensong

Monday 14th

14:15

PJS Easter Service

th

10:15

Coffee Morning, Church Centre

Wednesday 16h

11:30

Holy Communion

th

Sunday 13
Sunday 13

Wednesday 16
Wednesday 16

15:30

Messy Church, Church Centre

Thursday 17th

14:15

“Time for God, Time for You”, Church Centre

Sunday 20th

08:00

Holy Communion (Said, BCP)

th

08:45

Refreshments served between 8am and 9:30am services

Sunday 20th

09:30

Family Communion

th

18:00

Evensong

Monday 21st

16:00

Meditation Group, Church

st

19:00

Compline

Sunday 20
Sunday 20

Monday 21
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Date

Time

Details

nd

13:30

Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre

Tuesday 22nd

19:00

Compline

rd

09:30

Pennington Infant School Easter Service

Wednesday 23rd

10:15

Coffee Morning, Church Centre

rd

11:30

Holy Communion

Wednesday 23rd

19:00

Compline

Tuesday 22

Wednesday 23
Wednesday 23
Thursday 24

th

19:00

Stripping of the Altar with Holy Communion

Friday 25th

14:00

Final Hour Watch and Stations of the Cross service

Sunday 27th

06:15

Easter Dawn Eucharist

th

09:30

Family Communion

Sunday 27th

15:00

Easter egg hunt in churchyard

Sunday 27

Tuesday 29

h

17:30

Worship sub-committee

Wednesday 30th

10:15

Coffee Morning, Church Centre

Wednesday 30th

11:30

Holy Communion

Readings for 9:30am Sunday services
Mothering Sunday
3rd March

Old Testament

Exodus 2 : vv 1 - 10

Gospel

Luke 2 : vv 33 - 35

Old Testament

Isaiah 43 : vv 16 - 21

Gospel

John 12 : vv 1 - 8

Old Testament

Isaiah 50 : vv 4 - 9a

New Testament

Philippians 2 : 5 - 11

Gospel

Luke 19 : vv 29 - 40

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
13th March
Palm Sunday
20th March

Maudy Thursday (7pm, Thursday)
24th March

Old Testament

Exodus 12 : vv 1 - 4, 11 - 14

New Testament

1 Corinthians 11 : vv 23 - 26

Gospel

John 13 : vv 1 - 17, 31b - 35

Old Testament

Isaiah 65 : vv 17 - end

New Testament

Acts 10 : vv 34 - 43

Gospel

John 20 : vv 1 - 18

Easter Day
27th March
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All in the month of March
The name March comes from the Roman god of war, Mars. For many years March being the start of spring - was also the start of the New Year. Much of Europe used
March as the start of the year: we here in Britain used March 25th as the beginning
of the New Year until 1752.
March 3, 1821 - Thomas Jennings received a patent for "dry scouring of clothes".
He was the first African-American inventor to receive a U.S. patent.
March 6, 1899 - Felix Hoffmann patented "Aspirin". Hoffmann discovered that the
compound called salicin found in willow plants provided pain relief.
March 9, 1074 - Pope Gregory VII excommunicated all married priests.
March 10, 1886 - Cruft's Dog Show was held in London for the first time – since
1859 it had been held in Newcastle. More recently the venue has changed to the
National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham.
March 12, 1935 - England established the first 30 MPH speed limit for town and
village roads.
March 15,44 BC - "Beware the Ides of March" Julius Caesar is stabbed by Marcus Brutus.
March 21, 1556 - England's first Protestant
Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer is
burnt at the stake as a heretic, under the
Catholic Queen Mary I, also known as "Bloody
Mary".
March 24, 1603 - The crowns of England and
Scotland were united when King James VI of
Scotland succeeded to the English throne.
March 28, 1912 - Both the Oxford and the
Cambridge boats sank in the annual Varsity boat
race.
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Our Community
News and events from various groups in and around Pennington.

What's on at the Church Centre
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

13:45 – 14:45

Pilates

15:30 – 20:15

Children's Dancing

09:30 – 10:30

Zumba

13:30 – 16:00

NHS Retirement Fellowship (1st Tuesday only)

13:30 – 16:00

Strictly Come Crafting (2nd and 4th Tuesdays)

18:15 – 19:15

Pilates

10:15 – 11:30

Coffee Mornings

15:30 – 17:15

Messy Church (once a month – see calendar)

18:15 – 20:15

Pilates

Contact details for Church Centre events
Church Centre Bookings

Shirley Saunders

01590 677628

Pilates

Lynda Hutchins

01425 638464

Children's Dancing

Kayleigh Sargeant

01425 272782

Zumba

Lucy Thomas

01590 645919

Strictly Come Crafting

Dorothy Davies

01590 676163

NHS Retirement Fellowship

Jacqui Allan

02380 666603

Pennington Church Centre, The Square
is available for hire with on site car parking facilities
and top rated kitchen facilities. Ideally situated for
meetings, sales, instruction classes, wedding
receptions, exhibitions and much, much more.
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St Marks Draw Club
The winning numbers for recent prize draws were as follows:
First

Second

Third

November

332

309

327

December

231

310

329

January

644

219

463

Pennington Junior School
School Games Mark – PJS achieve Gold!
We are delighted to announce that PJS has achieved GOLD
status in the Sainsbury’s School Games Mark! The School Games
Mark rewards schools for their commitment and development of
competition, school sport and physical education. In order to
celebrate achieving GOLD, five children from PJS will be
attending a special day at St Mary’s Football Stadium, home of
Southampton Football Club, on Thursday 17 March. The fantastic
day will include a stadium tour, football skills session hosted by Saints Foundation
and other interactive entertainment such as football kit designing, goal construction
and a sports quiz.
Table Tennis Championship
We would like to say a massive WELL DONE to Niamh Barratt and Alfie Hills who
represented the New Forest at the Hampshire Schools' Table Tennis
Championships. The competition took place on the 12th February.
Year 3 – Rainbow Theatre Company "Moses and the Egyptians"
The children have enjoyed their visit from the Rainbow Theatre Company today for
the performance of ‘Moses and the Egyptians’. Look out for pictures of the children
in their costumes on the school website!
Year 3 – Visit to St Barbe Museum
Last week, Year 3 visited St Barbe Museum as part of their Ancient Egypt history
topic. They had an unexpected surprise seeing and handling real Egyptian
artefacts! There were mummified animals, shabti, amulets, remains of coffin lids
and death masks intricately covered with plaster, then painted with hieroglyphs. The
children, as always, did us proud with their behaviour, questions and knowledge.
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St Barbe Museum will be holding ‘Egyptian themed’ workshops during Half Term.
Visit their website, www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk for further details.
Dates for your diary:
01/03/2016 - 02/03/2016 Parent evening
11/03/2016

Non-uniform day

14/03/2016 2:15pm

Easter church service

25/03/2016 – 08/04/2016 Easter holiday

Further details on all of the above and more are available from our website:
http://www.penningtonjunior.com.
Frances Hardy
Interim Headteacher

Strictly Come Crafting
Card making, knitting (and knattering!), sewing, crochet, patchwork and of course
socialising, we do it all on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month from 1.30pm
- 4pm at the Church Centre. Cost is just £2 to include tea, coffee, cake, and a
variety of crafting materials. Do come and join us.

St Marks Festival Weekend
Spring Celebration, Open Gardens of Pennington
Sunday 24th April 2016 12noon to 5pm.
Tickets £5 from: St. Mark's Church, Pennington, Pennington
Mobility, South Street and flowers of Lymington, Milford Road. 1
ticket admits 1 person to all 10+ gardens (accompanied children 0-14yrs free - no
dogs please).
Stalls in the church garden: Plants, Books, Cakes, Traidcraft - Teas served all
afternoon with Proceeds to St Mark's work in the community.
With thanks to our sponsors: Colten Care Ltd, Pennington Residents
Association, Pennington Mobility, Lymington and Pennington Town council, New
forest Cottages and Underwood Barron Accountants.

9

March 2016

Pennington WI
Our thanks to all who helped and attended our Open Day on the
afternoon of the 27th February: the public heard about the future
plans to refurbish our WI Hall. With good company and
refreshments on hand, everyone was welcome - as well as their
views and suggestions.
The annual birthday meal at Brockenhurst College was well
attended and Di Clark said that we are always well looked after by the young staff
and thanked Daphne Baker for arranging the event.
The speaker was Bob Smith who took us on a journey, with his 1937 vintage lorry,
up through England and into Scotland. He is an enthusiastic classic commercial
vehicle restorer and collector. The vehicle he used for his journey took 14 years to
restore and only does 15 miles to the gallon! He built living quarters on the flatbed
disguised as a load which he and his wife used on alternate days, staying at bed
and breakfasts in between.
The next monthly meeting will be on Tuesday 8th March at 7pm - when there will
also be a Beetle Drive.

First Lymington Brownies
For the last three weeks the girls have be working towards
achieving their Communicator badges, which our young Leader Heather - has been in charge of. As part of obtaining this badge,
they had to spell their own names, as well as the names of their
parents: this was done by using the phonetic alphabet as well as
the finger-spelling alphabet. On top of this achievment, they then
leant how to speak a little Japanese, as well as to write their own
name in Japanese script. We all enjoyed it;
such a different language to our traditional Latin alphabet!
On the 11th February, the girls made a Valentines heart with
wire and wood: we really enjoyed putting these together and
I'd say they were the equal (or better!) than can be found in
gift shops!
Yours, Tawny Owl (Erika)
10

March 2016

Quiz Corner
Good luck with our Sudoku puzzle this
month; the answer to this puzzle can be
found beneath the editors letter, towards
the back of this magazine.

Amazing!
Can you get from the middle to the
end?

Wordsearch
Can you find the following?
Lent, Forty, Days, Sundays, Fasting,
Weekly, Celebration, Resurrection,
Jesus, Wilderness, Indulgences, Inward,
Spiritual, Renewal, Growth, Cross,
Empty, Tomb, Redemption, Daffodils,
Lencten
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A History of St Marks
On the 13th September 2015, two local historians - Geraldine
Beech and Pauline Shirley - gave a guided talk around the church
grounds, recounting the history of Pennington, St Marks and the
many individuals laid to rest in the grounds of the church. Here is
part two of their talk.

Priestlands
An endowment for the chantry chapel was provided by sixty acres of land, known as
the Priestlands. The ponds here are reminiscent of a monastic - or at least an
ecclesiastical - foundation, it being the normal practice for such communities to
create one or more ponds for breeding, rearing and keeping fish for consumption:
only fish - not meat - was permitted to be eaten on Fridays and fastdays, and in
Lent. Such ponds, which in pre-refrigerator days had the added advantage of
acting as a store for live fish for the table over the winter, were called stew-ponds.
After the Reformation and the dissolution of the monasteries, stewponds were often
changed into ornamental water features by their new secular owners.
By the late eighteenth century, Priestlands was a landed estate and farm.
Priestlands House was built in the late eighteenth century and survives as part of
present-day Priestlands School. Thomas Milne's map of Hampshire of 1791 is
believed to be the earliest map on which Priestlands is named: it shows 'Priestland'
as being in the ownership of a Mr [Charles] Etty. A century later, the estate
belonged to Captain F. Ellis, JP, and in the 1920s to Major Tillyer Blunt. Priestlands
Cottages were built by Mrs Tillyer Blunt for workers on the estate.

St Marks church
As was said earlier, until 1839, Pennington was part of the parish of Milford. In that
year, Pennington was designated a separate ecclesiastical district with an area of
1,698 acres, and a church dedicated to St Mark was erected by subscription and
consecrated. The first St Mark's church building was designed by John Tulloch, an
architect based in Wimborne, Dorset. The foundation stone was laid in April 1838,
and local poet Caroline Bowles wrote a poem to mark the occasion. It was
consecrated by the Bishop of Winchester on 13 March 1839.
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However, despite its being a separate parish, the benefice of Pennington was still in
the gift of the vicar of Milford. The traditional board inside the church showing the
names of successive 'vicars' of Pennington begins with Walter de Kemeseye at
Milford between 1339 and 1347 - at that date he was, presumably, the rector. The
first vicar properly so called of Pennington was Helier Touzel who held the office
from 1839 to 1843. Rev Charles Kingsley - best known as author of The Water
Babies - preached here for six weeks when on holiday in the area in 1847.
By 1848, the church contained 330 sittings, 160 of which were free. (Not until 1910
were all seats made rent-free). The 1851 ecclesiastical census showed that the
seating capacity of the church was 280. Morning attendance on Census Day (30
March 1851) was 266, afternoon attendance was 250, and there was no evening
service.
In 1859, Pennington was constituted a separate ecclesiastical parish: the 1839
building was replaced by the present church, which was consecrated by the Bishop
of Winchester on 25 July 1859. The later church consists of a chancel, nave,
transepts, a double bell-turret with one bell, and a porch on the north-east, the
church not standing due east and west. It cost £2,023, with funds being provided
by the Pulteney family, the Incorporated Church Building Society, and voluntary
contributions. The designer, Charles Edward Giles (active 1849-68) was a busy
church architect who was based first at Taunton and later in London; he worked on
no fewer than 43 church projects funded by the ICBS. Pennington church was built
to meet the worshipping needs of the expanding village: the similarly dated school
on South Street (also a listed building) shows how secular needs were being
addressed at the same time.
According to Kelly's Directory of Hampshire (1898), the church at that time had 407
sittings, 300 of which were free. It was surrounded by a burial ground, planted with
ornamental trees and shrubs, and enclosed by a bank and hedge.
A new vestry was added in 1932, the choir vestry was added in 1933, and in 1948
the memorial chapel was enlarged.
The present English Heritage notes about the church as a Grade II Listed Building
call it a 'successor' and 'replacement' of 'a medieval chapel within the large Milford
parish'.
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A Journey to Palestine
Our ordinand, Mary Nicholson, as part of her training spent a
month in Palestine – to learn more about the roots of our faith
from the very place it began. Here is the third part of her story
there.

Empowerment of the Holy Spirit: struggles for justice,
Freedom and Well Being
The women’s group, led by Lucy Talgheir,
focussed on empowering women - Palestine
being a Patriarchal society, women’s rights
are limited. However, during their regular
weekly ecumenical meetings hosted by
Wi’am, a Spirit inspired atmosphere of
fellowship, support, and story-telling was
evident. The same Holy Spirit hovered over,
guarded and gave life to women’s work in the
home to keep their families, particularly when
their men-folks were imprisoned as it was often the case for minor crimes such as
stone throwing. When I attended one gathering to celebrate the release of a person,
imprisoned for thirteen years for stone throwing, I learnt that a large number of
Palestinians had been to prison when they talked openly about the lengths of their
prison stays!
Story telling was immensely important because when the stories of truth were
passed onto the next generation memories being erased or re-written by those in
power could be prevented. Mary Grey evoked the Israeli historian Ilan Pappe’s
warning of ‘memoricide’ because for him denial of memory and truth was an
insidious form of injustice and persecution. Jonathan Cook – an English journalist
and tour guide who lived in Nazareth – pointed out Israeli State’s attempts to
remove evidence of the Palestinian villages destroyed in the Nakba (catastrophe) in
1948 - fast growing coniferous forests were planted to cover up many of these sites.
Israeli State also forbids ‘...any reference to Al Nakba in Israeli school textbooks’
(Grey, 2015:13). Archbishop Desmond Tutu said “Without memory, there is no
healing. Without forgiveness, there is no future.” (Grey, 20015:19), this raised the
paramount importance of keeping memories alive.
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Wi’am’s work, as with other NGOs, could be seen as a sign of the Holy Spirit
breathing life and hope into their community. My reflective conversation with the
people of Wi’am showed this clearly: Imad, a member of staff, said “We are faithful
as we see God in our daily life and in smiles”, Zoughbi, “God is always present for
our protection ...even when we feel life is difficult ...we believe God works in
mysterious ways ...you are like Simon carrying our cross with us.” This showed
their humanity not being diminished despite the insecurity that they faced. Their
acknowledgement of my putting me out of my comfort zone to visit them clearly
showed God’s inspired wisdom. Their concern for my safety and their effort to make
my visit memorable and enjoyable demonstrated God’s love and care. With God in
the heart of our relationship, we have become each other’s blessing.
Simone Weil’s liberation theology challenged everyone who believed in the God of
justice. It challenged those who suffered affliction, poverty, suffering and humiliation
to put into praxis - to live a life of faith and steadfastness. Mary Grey likened this
with Job’s vindication as he was rewarded with ‘...a new understanding of the
freedom of God’s love...’ (Grey, 2015:12). This reminded me as I stood with those
who suffered affliction and experience abandonment, the crucified Jesus was
suffering with them. The theological challenge for me was to understand the part
that I played in God’s plan in facilitating God’s justice. Similarly, the challenge for all
Christians was not just accept growth in personal Christian spirituality, praxis was
important too. Inspired by the concept of sumud, Arabic for “steadfastness”,
“perseverance” and “resilience” (Grey, 2015:14) I understood the action that I
needed to take was to stand in solidarity with those suffering injustice.
Kirsteen Kim’s quotation of Luke 4:18 helped to illustrate the Spirit of Liberation
Theology (Kim, 2012: 109). She argued, it ‘...is not just ‘spiritual in another-worldly
sense, but ...political and material as well.’(Kim, 2012: 109). This helped me to
understand what Zoughbi said “there is no cheap grace”. That is as the Palestinian
economy is slowly being strangled by occupation, no social benefits and high
unemployment rate, Christians everywhere had a collective responsibility to help
them as in Paul’s time (Acts 11:29,30). The Socio-economic and geo-political
justice collective responsibility for Christians is to consider adopting the BDS policy
of Kairos Palestine.
I have met many Christians in the Holy Land, visitors and residents, taking seriously
and embraced praxis in Liberation Theology. The Pilgrims of Ibillin, Pax Christi,
United Bible Society and Table-top-for-Peace were visitors acting out Christian duty
of truth and love according to Jesus’ two commandments to love God and one
another.
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The Faithful Departed - March
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest
Sunday, Please give the name and date to our priest in charge, Alex Russell.
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
7th
8th
12th
17th
18th

Frederick WOODFORD
Richard GUNNELL
Michael WHITE
Isla HORNE
Keith BURLEY
Richard PRESS
Audrey ROWE
Wendy SIMPSON
Alan FITZGERALD
Cyril BENNETT
Joyce GARDNER
Edna BUTLIN
Margaret BROWN

20th Iris HICKS
21st John TOTTERDELL
23rd Glenda CLARK
Wendy CHAMPION
24th Joyce BAINES
27th Elizabeth LEONARD
Edna PARRAMORE
28th Amy GATES
30th Peter LABRAM
Violet DOE
31st Kathleen FAIRWEATHER
Bryan HALSEY

The Recently Departed - February
6th Herbert MANSBRIDGE
6th Richard Ernest SMITH
13th Brenda BURLEY

6th
8th

Pamela THOMAS
Judith Eileen PAYNE-JENKINS

Neighbourhood Prayers – March
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th

16

Those who work and use the Children’s Centre
Little Dene Copse
Lodge Road
Long Close
Lower Pennington Lane
Mead Road
Meadowlands
Meadow Road
Milford Road
Middle Common Road
Parochial Church Council
Groundstaff and 'Holy Dusters'
Village Shops and Shopkeepers
Newbridge Way
North Greeenlands
North Street

17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Northover Road
The residents in our care homes
Oliver Road
Pennington Close
Pennington Oval
Tina Fitton, the Community Support officer
attached to Pennington
Those who work and learn in our Schools
Pinetops Close
Pitmore Lane
Pound Road
Homeless in Pennington
Priestlands Road
Priestlands Lane
The children / young people in our schools
District and Town Councillors
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From the Editor
Is it just me, or is this year racing by? I can't believe we're now in
March. I am – for the purpose of this magazine – a month ahead
of myself in any event, as I write this particular part of it on a train
to work in the middle of February. However, with Ash Wednesday
now behind us and finding myself in the run up to Easter through
Lent, I'm surprised that Easter is on our doorsteps.
I'm a terrible person for putting things off to the last minute. It's the reason why I
came out of university with a 2:2 – I didn't put in the effort to revise for my final
exams until it was nearly too late. I can be guilty of 'coasting' through life – sticking
with the same job for years, despite the fact that with a little application, I could have
moved on to something better. I think I infuriate my good wife with this flawed
character trait; as often when I apply myself properly to a task, I can get that job
done very well and feel a lot better about it afterwards – but it may take a lot of
nudging to get me there. There's a tee-shirt that sums it up nicely – it has written
across the front of it the slogan:
If a man says he will fix it, he will. There is no need to remind him every six months.
Easter may be coming up upon us fast this year, but despite that, I think I'm ready
for it. You see, knowing your failings is one thing; acting on them is another. This
year for Lent, I didn't give anything up: rather, I took something on instead. I've
been ploughing through some bible studies, but I've also looked a little closer at my
own life. I'm asking myself if there is something I need to have done by the end of
the month and can I do that now to give myself a calmer time of it when that
deadline looms?
Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep;
for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.
Sudoku Answers

Perhaps being prepared for mundane life isn't as dramatic
as the reason Paul laid out in Romans; but it's a worthy goal
in any event!
See you in April!
Paul Young

Content for the April edition should be supplied by the 20 th March.
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The Parish of St Mark, Pennington
Priest in Charge

Rev. Alex Russell

01590 610963

Associate Priest

Rev. Anne Elliott

07553 552540

Church Wardens

Mrs Teresa Nivison

01590 610566

Mrs Maureen Barnard 01590 682888
Parish Administrator

Jackie Paul

01590 671813

Baptism and Thanks
Giving of a Child

Rev. Anne Elliott

07553 552540

Rev. Alex Russell

01590 610963

PCC Secretary

Mrs Eve Jolly

01590 679310

PCC Treasurer

Mrs Teresa Nivison

01590 610566

Gift Aid Secretary

Mrs Maureen Barnard 01590 682888

Envelope Scheme

Mrs Maureen Barnard 01590 682888

Director of Music

Dr. Leigh Jerwood

01590 678678

Church Centre Manager

Mrs Shirley Saunders

01590 677628

Church Centre Bookings Mrs Shirley Saunders

01590 677628

Parish Visitors

Mrs Christine Scott

01590 672335

Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Pat Wright

01590 678416

Magazine Editors

Mr Paul Young

editorstmarks@yahoo.co.uk

Mrs Sue Beech

editorstmarks@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine Advertising

Mr John Nivison

01590 610566

Magazine Distribution

Mr John Nivison

John.nivison@btinternet.com

Traidcraft

Mrs Pat Wright

01590 678416

Pennington Junior School Acting Headmaster

01590 672104

Bible Fellowship

Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven

01590 677940

Churches Together

Mrs Anne Harris

01590 678378

Messy Church

Mrs Sandy Negrescu

01590 675506

New Forest Basics Bank

01590 610008

There are additional contact methods available through our church website (www.stmarkspennington.org.uk) – as well as generic enquiries being welcome to enquiries@stmarkspennington.org.uk, directly via email.
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Payment for the magazine is due for 2016
We thank you for subscribing to the magazine and payment is now due. The amount due for the year’s
supply of the St Marks Church Parish Magazine is £6 which includes free delivery. Payment may be
made by cheque or postal order and either forwarded to our Treasurer, Teresa Nivison, at the address
below, or dropped into Church. In either case please complete the details below:
Name

......................................................................

Address

......................................................................

Telephone

......................................................................

Email

......................................................................
▢ I enclose my cheque for £6 made payable to 'St Marks PCC'

Please return this form to:Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL
If you have any questions about the above please contact John Nivison on 01590 610566 - or via email
to john.nivison@btinternet.com

St Marks Draw Club
April is the start of the St. Mark’s Draw Club Year and the size of the prizes depends on your generosity.
Please return your form with cash or cheque made payable to St. Mark’s Draw Club as soon as possible
to the address below and you will receive your membership card in time for our next draw.
The monthly draws are made on 4th Wednesday of each month at the Church Centre Coffee Mornings
and winning numbers will be displayed on the Notice Board in the Church Centre and the Parish
Magazine.
•
•
•
•
•

1 chance a month costs £3 a year
2 chances a month costs £6 a year
4 chances a month costs £12 a year
6 chances a month costs £18 a year
8 chances a month costs £24 a year

Name

................................................

Date . . . / . . . / . . . . . . .

Address

......................................................................

Telephone

......................................................................

I would like to join St. Mark’s Draw Club for 12 months and would like . . . . chances per month
(25p per chance).
▢ I enclose cash/cheque/P.O. for £ . . . . . . payable to 'St Marks Draw Club'
▢ I am over 16 years of age.
Please return this form to: Mrs B Gates, 25 South Street, Pennington, Hampshire,SO41 8EB

Service Times at St Marks
Holy Communion (BCP)

Sundays, 8:00am

Family Communion

Sundays, 9:30am

Compline with Act of Healing

1st Sunday, 6:00pm

Evensong

Sundays, 6:00pm

Holy Communion

Wednesdays, 11:30am

For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside front
cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our website.

Regular Meetings
Choir Practice

(Church)

Sundays, 8:45am

Coffee Morning

(Church Centre)

Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am

(Church)

Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am

Rainbows

(Pennington Guide hut)

Tuesday, 5:15pm

Brownies

(Pennington Guide hut)

Wednesday, 6:00pm

Brownies

(Pennington Guide hut)

Thursday, 5:30pm

Guides

(Pennington Guide hut)

Thursday, 7:15pm

Beavers

(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Thursday, 6:00pm

Cubs

(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Wednesday, 6:30pm

Scouts

(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Monday, 7:00pm

Scouts

(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Friday, 7:00pm

Explorers

(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Thursday, 8:00pm

St Marks welcomes all who come through our doors – be your visit a brief one for
the wedding of a friend or family, or a regular one as a member of our church family. If
you wish to help St Marks to spread God's truth in our local community and beyond,
your donation is always welcome.
Donating online is easy; simply visit our website at
www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk and click upon the 'heart' icon, top-right.
Here you will be able to make what ever donation you see fit to offer, via a
secure service: simply follow the prompts to enter your donation amount and
card details.
Thank you for being a part of our mission: no matter how great or small,
our success is a testament to your support.
St Marks Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ
www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk

